
For the past few weeks, I have been inviting us to think about our response
to the gospel, to the explosive good news that–in the words of C.S. Lewis–the
rightful king (Jesus) has landed in enemy-occupied territory (the world corrupted
by sin) to reclaim it as his own. He is inviting each one of us to help him fight for
his world by engaging in a great campaign of sabotage. The goal of saboteurs is to
disrupt the established order of things and turn the world upside down. How is
Jesus a saboteur? Where he saw power and pride, he fought back through
meekness and humility. Where he saw greed and corruption he fought back
through poverty of spirit and absolute truth. Where he saw violence, vengeance,
and hatred, he fought back through love, compassion, and radical forgiveness…to
the point that, while hanging on the cross he prayed for the very people who were
torturing him, “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”
That is how Jesus fought and that is the type of sabotage he is calling us to engage
in…by using the same “weapons” that he did: humility, patience, compassion, and
radical sacrificial love. Jesus will give us a detailed outline of his battle plan in
three weeks when we hear the Beatitudes and the beginning of the Sermon on the
Mount.

We see two responses to the arrival of the true king in today’s Gospel.
Herod and the rest of Jerusalem were troubled by it and we know that Herod would
then order his soldiers to kill every boy in Bethlehem under the age of two. Herod
and the leaders of Jerusalem were troubled because–even though Jerusalem was
occupied by the Romans who had no love or respect for the Jews–they were
comfortable with the established order of things and didn’t want to see the world
turned upside down.

The other response is the response of the Magi: three foreign kings, wise
men, or astrologers; the word “Magi” can mean all of those. They represent all the
peoples of the world who are wisely searching for the absolute truth and beauty
that can only be found in the one true God. The magi actually have a number of
different responses to the birth of Jesus. First, they hear the prophecy and watch for
the signs that it is about to be fulfilled. Once they see the sign that they are waiting
for (in this case the star of Bethlehem) they go in search of the newborn king.
Practical application of this for ourselves: we should always be on the lookout for
God’s activity in our lives. God is always present and he leaves signs for us, but
how often do we miss them because we aren’t looking for them?  Also, consider



this: When we pray, asking God for help, especially when we ask for help in
making big decisions, do we stop talking and let God answer?

The next stage of response for the Magi is that when they found Jesus, they
fell down on their faces and paid him homage as is appropriate in the presence of
the king of kings and lord of lords. Something practical to think about for this.
Right now, we are in the presence of that same lord and king. Not just as he’s
represented in the nativity scene, but as he is truly, physically present in the
Tabernacle and as he will be truly and physically made present on the altar.  We
will receive that same body when we receive Holy Communion. That lord and king
comes to us in disguise, but the Eucharist is not bread and wine, it is Jesus’ flesh
and blood. Do we give him the honor he is due? God has humbled himself so that
we can hold him in our hands, do we treat his body with the respect it deserves?
The magi honored Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. What kind of
gifts do we bring to Jesus?

The final response of the Magi is that they departed for their country by
another way. Literally, they found another way to go home so they could avoid
Herod. Spiritually, they went home changed. Having encountered God in the flesh,
they had no alternative but to go home different from the way they arrived. That is
what an epiphany is supposed to do.  It is supposed to change us and help us see
things in a whole new way.  I say this knowing that on Tuesday we go back to the
liturgical season known as Ordinary Time. Ordinary Time is supposed to be a
season in which Christ himself is celebrated, meaning we aren’t celebrating any
particular aspect of the mystery of Christ like Christmas or Easter. I bet that for the
vast majority of us, though, Ordinary time means “going back to normal.” That is
the complete opposite of what the Epiphany is supposed to do; in the kingdom of
God, there is no such thing as ordinary. This year, don’t go home by the same old
route, don’t go back to normal. Let Jesus into your homes and into your hearts. Let
him transform you so that you can help him transform the world.


